Report from: 

Instituto Hispano: The Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara University. 
In 1987 the Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley committed itself to the task of developing at the school and the GTU a resource center for Hispanic theology and ministry. This center was to facilitate the theological education of men and women for ministry to the Hispanic community reflecting the experience and perspective of Hispanics in the United States. Fr. Allan Deck, SJ was appointed Director of the Hispanic Ministry.
The following year (1988) the Master in Theological Studies with a concentration in Hispanic Religious Culture and History was introduce at JSTB. This was a two year residence program to train non-ordained religious and lay persons for ministry to the Hispanic people in the United States. The courses in these degree programs were taught by JSTB Hispanic Faculty, non-Hispanic school faculty, and visiting Hispanic professors. Many of the courses were taught in Spanish. 


In addition to the degree programs in Hispanic Ministry, the Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley offered non-degree institutes for those who are already serving in ministries to the Hispanic community. A two-week institute for the theological and pastoral renewal of ordained and non-ordained ministers to the Hispanic people in the United States was offered each summer. 


By the spring of 1992 the Hispanic Studies concentration in the MTS degree was dropped due to the small enrollment. The commitment to the Hispanic peoples remained a priority. The Hispanic Institute summer program continues to take place since 1988, meeting for two weeks every summer.
Mission and goals

Goals:

· To provide programs of study for those who wish to minister to the Hispanic community as well as programs of renewal and reflection for those who are already in ministry to the Hispanic community. 

· To provide programs of study for those who wish to minister to the Hispanic community as well as programs of renewal and reflection for those who are already in ministry to the Hispanic community. 

· To develop a faculty that has a knowledge and understanding of the cultural values, religious traditions and language of the Hispanic people

· To train clergy and laity who know theology from a Hispanic perspective and who will minister to the Hispanic people in their own language and with understanding of the cultural and religious practices of the people

· To provide a place for research and reflection on Hispanic theology

Institutional structure 

The Hispanic Institute is an intensive two-week study in theology and pastoral ministry for those active or wishing to prepare for ministry in the Catholic Church. Students may enter the program in any year, as it is a comprehensive and integrated program wherein care is taken to ensure that during the course of any three years span, the student will receive a broad and balanced grounding of Church Tradition, Scriptures, Systematic Theology, Liturgy and pastoral skills. 

All applicants to the Institute are expected to fulfill the requirements of the application process which include: 

1. a letter of recommendation from the pastor of their parish 

2. Written statement or copy of certificate of basic adult faith formation received

3. Written paragraph describing the present ministerial involvement. 

To received full credit the students must attend all classes during the two weeks.

. 

All students participating in the Institute are required to keep a theological term journal through the three years. At the end of the third year the students will take a comprehensive examination to test their understanding and knowledge of the theological terms provided. This will be the assessment process for every student completing the three year summer cycle of the Hispanic Institute. 

At the end of  three consecutive years participating in the Hispanic Institute students  receive a certificate of continue education from the Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley.
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