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1.
Introduction – A Changing California Catholic Church

     California state demographers estimate that 36.9 million residents lived in the state in 2005.  They expect the state population to grow by nine million to a total of 46 million in 2025.
   Latinos will account for 7.6 million of the growth while Asians will represent 1.4 million of the total increase. All other ethnic groups will decline slightly over the next twenty years.  The purpose of this report is to estimate how many of the nine million new Californians will identify themselves as Catholic and surface issues that diocesan and parish programs will need to treat. 

     This report is intended to develop estimates and projections for the 2005 through 2025 time period for the following factors:

· National, State, Diocesan Population Estimates and Projections;

· The Estimated and Projected Number of Catholics;

· Catholic Participation in Sacramental Programs;

· Parish Offertory Support.

We will first define each of these factors in the introduction to this research paper.

   Many More California Catholics 

     The second section of this report will describe changes in the state population which will increase by nine million or 25 percent between 2005 and 2025.  California is on a fast track to a point where Latinos will form the dominant ethnic group. Approximately 85 percent of the new residents will be Latino.  As a result, the proportion of Latinos in the total population will increase from 35 percent in 2005 to 45 percent by 2025.  Asians represent the other ethnic group that will increase by 2025. Eighteen percent of the population growth percent will be Asian.  The proportion of all other races in the population will decline by about three percent.  Total growth represents a net calculation where the positive factors of Latino and Asian growth are offset by the anticipated decline in the category of other ethnic groups.

     The increasingly Latino population has created a situation where new residents will increase the proportion of the total population who might join a church.  Professor Rodney Stark researched the 1980 Religious Congregations & Membership survey and found that 45 percent of all Californians were church members for that year.  Professor 

Roger Finke did a similar analysis of the RCMS survey for 2000 and discovered that the church-joining proportion of the California population increased to 55 percent.
  The ten percent growth in church affiliation can likely be attributed to the influx of Latino Catholics who more readily identify themselves as church members.

  Identification with the Catholic Church in California

     Self-identification is the broadest measure of membership in any group.  Estimates for the number of Californians who would reply “Catholic” if asked a question regarding religious preference will be described in the second section of this report. Several assumptions underlie the estimates of the number of Catholics residing in California.

· 60 percent of Latinos identify themselves as Catholic

· 23 percent of Asians reply “Catholic” if queried about religious preference

· 15 percent of all other groups would call themselves Catholic 

     These assumptions suggest that a total of 11.8 million Catholics lived in California in 2005.  The Catholic population increased by 3.7 million between 1990 and 2005.  Catholics now represent 32 percent of the state population.  This Catholic proportion will increase to 36 percent by 2025.

Catholics in California Celebrate Sacraments

     Two patterns are evident from a review of data describing both infant baptisms and adult conversions.  Most Catholics become church members as infants.  This common Baptismal practice represents 85 percent of all new members in 2005.  

     Participation rates in First Eucharist and Confirmation are a good news, bad news sort of story.  If you consider the Baptismal population eight years prior as the potential Communion population, then about two-thirds of the eligible population participates in the Sacrament of Eucharist.  A similar type of metric using a Baptismal population thirteen years prior produces an approximate estimate for the general pattern of Confirmation participation of about one-third.

     Parish Offertory Support

     A national survey provided sufficient data to develop state and diocesan estimates for Offertory collections.  These data allowed for a comparison of California contributions to patterns for the entire United States.  It also proved practical to develop statewide estimates of diocesan contribution patterns.

     Contribution data for nine California dioceses come from a survey project sponsored by the International Catholic Stewardship Council based in Washington, DC.  (ICSC)  The ICSC hired the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) to collect and analyze data on Catholic fundraising from diocesan development officers.  Approximately 60 percent of dioceses around the country provided data to the project.
  Seventy-five percent of the twelve California dioceses provided data.  These nine dioceses represented 81 percent of the estimated Catholic households in the state.  We used the average contributions from respondent dioceses to develop total contribution estimates for the three dioceses that did not provide data to the project.  A total of 1,072 parishes collected approximately $489 million in the Offertory collection.  The average 

parish annual collection in California was $457,925 while Catholic households made an annual average donation of $146. 

     Two notable differences became evident from a comparison of state contribution totals to patterns for the Offertory collections in the United States.  Self-identified Catholic households in California gave an average of $146 per household for 2005.  The average household donation for the United States for estimated Catholic households was $305.  Californians gave to support their parish at about half the national rate.

     At the same time, the total parish collection for an average California parish was about one-third larger than the average parish collection for the country.  -  $457,925 in California compared to an average collection of $364,389 in the United States.  There is  a simple explanation why Catholic households in California gave less while parishes in California collected more total dollars than average for the country.  California parishes have three times the number of households than average for the country.

2.     Many More California Catholics

A.     National Population Estimates

     In February, 2008, the Pew Research Center published a report that described projected changes in the population of the United States between 2005 and 2050. The Pew researchers painted a picture that differs from anticipated changes in European countries and Japan. The Pew report stated that, if current trends continue, the population of the United States will increase to 438 million in 2050. Eighty-two percent of the population growth will be due to immigrants arriving between 2005 and 2025 and their U.S.-born descendants.  Of the 117 million people added to the population during this period due to the effect of immigration, 67 million will be the immigrants themselves and 50 million will be their U.S.-born children or grandchildren.

     Ben Wattenberg, a Senior Fellow at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, DC, developed a comparison of population growth in the United States to shrinking populations in most other developed countries.
  He found that the United Nations medium variant projection shows European population declining from 728 million souls in 2005 to 632 million by 2050, and then heading down to even fewer people with ever greater speed.
  Population changes differ between Europe and the United States because the total fertility rates (TFR) differ for the two areas.

     The fertility rate is a measure of the ability of a population to replace itself. A TFR of 2.1 is the minimum required to maintain a stable population.  This minimum measure allows for parents to replace themselves and also anticipates occasions of infant mortality. The current TFR for Europe is 1.38 while the same statistic for the United States is approximately 2.01.  Given the influence of only these fertility rates, the population of Europe will shrink while the population of the United States will remain relatively stable.

     Immigration is the second factor that can cause a population total to increase or decline. The anticipated arrival of 67 million immigrants in the United States by 2050 is the principal factor driving the increase in the American population.  The continued increase in the number of immigrants means that nearly one in five Americans will be an immigrant in 2050, compared with one in eight in 2005.  

     Immigration principally from Latin America means that the Latino population, already the nation’s largest minority group, will triple in size and will account for most of the nation’s population growth from 2005 to 2050.  Hispanics will make up 29 percent of the United States population in 2050, compared with 14 percent in 2005.  The non-Hispanic white population will increase much more slowly than other racial or ethnic groups; whites will become a minority - 47 percent by 2050.

2. B.   State and Summary Regional Population Estimates

     California state demographers expect that the Golden State will add approximately nine million citizens between 2005 and 2025.  These new residents will move into an area that can be viewed conveniently from the perspective of three geographic regions.  California divides into two coastal areas in the north and the south and an inland central region.
  The northern coastal region extends from Marin County north of San Francisco to Santa Clara County on the southern shore of San Francisco Bay.  The southern coastal area begins around Santa Barbara and continues south through the Los Angeles urban concentration to San Diego and the Tijuana border crossing.  The central inland corridor begins at Mt. Shasta and extends through the sprawling farms of the San Joaquin Valley to the desert resorts of Palm Springs.

     Joel Kotkin, author and Irvine senior fellow with the New America Foundation in Los Angeles, identified changing population patterns in the state of California in an Op Ed piece in the Wall Street Journal.


The geographic shift is driven by such things as comparatively low housing

prices, growing job opportunities for middle-class families and, for businessmen, often more welcoming regulatory environment.  Since 2000, the third California (Central Corridor) is home to the majority of the state’s population growth.  The population in this region has grown by 12%; coastal southern California (second California), by contrast, has grown by barely 4%, while the Bay area (the first California) has increased only marginally.  Today the third California accounts for almost 30% of the state’s population. 
 

     We calculated total and Catholic population estimates for the three geographic regions in the state.  (See Table 1)  The estimates of the total population for each region came from state demographic research.  The Catholic population estimates resulted from applying assumptions about the proportion Catholics represented of the total population.

     One archdiocese and two dioceses operate 223 parishes in the San Francisco Bay area, the portion of the state designated as First California in the Wall Street Journal essay.  The Catholic population of the Bay region is projected to increase by 605,000 to a total of 2.2 million by 2025. An additional three dioceses operate 488 parishes in the south coastal region which is called Second California. The estimated number of Catholics for this area which extends from Santa Barbara to Mexico will increase by 1.6 million.  The Catholic population in the south coastal part of the state will be 7.7 million by 2025.  Finally, six Catholic dioceses sponsor 361 parishes in the remaining portion of the state called Third California. Catholics in this inland portion of the state will increase by 2.7 million to a total of 6.8 million between 2005 and 2025.

     Historical population settlement patterns indicate that the majority of Californians have chosen to live close to the Pacific Ocean.  As late as 2005, two-thirds of the state’s population of 36 million lived in either the San Francisco Bay area or the region stretching from Santa Barbara to the Mexican border. The remaining twelve million citizens lived in the rest of the state.  For reasons like the stratospheric cost of housing, however, traditional population settlement patterns are changing.

     The Bureau of the Census estimated the total population of the United States at 295.7 million in 2005.  The Pew Religious Landscape Survey estimated that 24 percent of adult Americans would identify themselves as Catholic.  If we assume that this proportion applied to the entire population, self-identified Catholics in the entire United States would total 70.9 million in 2005.  The 11.8 million self-identified Catholics in California amounted to 16.2 percent of the total American Catholic population in 2005.

     Census estimates put the American total population at 356 million by 2025.  If we further assumed that the 24 percent proportion will remain constant, the Catholic population will increase to 85.8 million by 2025.  One American Catholic in five will live in California in 2025.

Table 1

Total and Catholic Population 

State and Regional Profile

2005 – 2025

	State of California
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Total Population
	36,968,280
	45,992,878
	9,024,598

	Catholic Population
	11,783,052
	16,704,503
	4,921,451

	Percent Catholic
	32%
	36%
	55%

	
	
	
	

	Region One
	San Francisco Bay
	
	

	Total Population
	6,083,444
	7,325,112
	1,241,668

	Catholic Population
	1,614,612
	2,220,089
	605,447

	Percent Catholic
	27%
	30%
	49%

	
	
	
	

	Region Two
	Southern Coastal
	
	

	Total Population
	17,715,642
	20,130,204
	2,404,562

	Catholic Population
	6,093,387
	7,717,223
	1,623,836

	Percent Catholic
	34%
	38%
	68%

	
	
	
	

	Region Three
	Central Corridor
	
	

	Total Population
	13,159,194
	18,537,562
	5,378,368

	Catholic Population
	4,075,023
	6,767,191
	2,692,168

	Percent Catholic
	31%
	37%
	50%


     The total population of California will increase by nine million new residents by 2025. This population growth will be distributed unevenly.  The population of the San Francisco Bay region will increase by 1.2 million or 14 percent of the total state population growth.  The south coastal region will absorb 2.4 million or 27 percent of the new residents.  In the past, half of the state population has lived in this south coastal area.  Finally, the population of the rest of the state will increase by 5.4 million.  A total of 59 percent of the total growth will settle in the central corridor of the state. 

     The Catholic Church sponsored religious services and programs in a total of 1,072 parishes across the ten dioceses and two archdioceses in 2005 in the state of California.  There were 11.8 million self-identified Catholics living in this area.  If we assume that population proportions will remain constant through 2025, the self-identified Catholic population will grow to 16.7 million, an increase of 4.9 million.  The possibility of the nominal Catholic population increasing by 4.9 million presents a situation where diocesan leaders must choose one of two scenarios to cope with this growth.  

· Allow the present level of programs to absorb population growth;

· Build a sufficient number of parishes to maintain a constant parish size;

     In the first plan, we assume that the number of parishes would remain constant and calculate the size of a parish in 2025 with only the population growth to consider. In 2005 the Catholic Church in California sponsored 1,072 parishes.  The average parish had a population of 10,992 self-identified Catholics.  If no new parishes are added, the potential membership for an average parish will increase to 15,583 possible participants.  This change represents growth of the potential parish membership of 4,558 or 42 percent.   

     To implement the second scenario Catholic dioceses in California would need to open 455 additional parishes to cope with the anticipated growth of 4.9 million more self-identified Catholics and keep the present parish size of 10,922 constant. If every new parish cost $10 million to construct, the simple approach of building a parish for every 10,000 nominal Catholics would lead to a capital fundraising campaign of approximately $4.5 billion.  Raising billions to construct several hundred new parishes is certainly a daunting option to consider.

     Since the self-identified Catholic population increased by 3.8 million over the past 15 years, it would be helpful to consider which scenario diocesan leaders took to cope with this past growth.
  The number of parishes increased from 1,065 in 1990 to 1,072 for 2005 while the self-identified Catholic population increased.  Diocesan leaders in California clearly let parishes grow bigger for the 1990 thru 2005 period. The twelve dioceses added a net total of only eight additional parishes across the entire state.  The average parish grew from 7,531 self-identified Catholics in 1990 to 10,981 by 2005.

      Mass attendance data from the Diocese of San Jose provide some insight into how diocesan leaders may have coped with the growing Catholic population without having to build new parishes.  Pastors in San Jose simply scheduled additional Masses to take advantage of available but unused seating capacity.  Parishes in San Jose increased the number of liturgies from 272 in 1995 to 307 by 2005.  The additional 35 Masses caused an increase in seating capacity for Saturday-Sunday liturgies from 180,126 in 1995 to 198,527 by 2005 in the Diocese of San Jose.
  The additional seating capacity of 18,401 almost without exception compensated for the increased Mass attendance of 7,523.

     We will next consider the impact of the build – don’t build scenarios on the two archdioceses and ten dioceses in the state of California.

2. C.  Detailed Regional Population Estimates

1.  First California - San Francisco Region

     Two events transformed the Mexican territory of Alta California into the thirty-first state of the United States.  In January, 1848, carpenter James Marshall discovered gold at Sutter’s mill on the South Fork of the American River.  The prospect of immediate riches drew some 300,000 men, women and children to California from the rest of the United States and abroad.  While most of the newly arrived were Americans, the Gold Rush attracted tens of thousands from Latin America, Europe, Australia and Asia.
  In addition, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hildago ceded all Mexican lands north of the Rio Grande to the United States.  In September, 1850, President Millard Fillmore signed a bill admitting California to the Union. 
 

     The influx of prospectors created a need for stores to provide clothing, food and all sorts of building supplies.  The village of San Francisco possessed a natural harbor where ships could safely unload cargoes.  As a result, San Francisco and its environs quickly became established as California’s preeminent urban center, with growing educational institutions and professional service firms.  The Bay Area was “first’ in almost everything for California, with the largest port, most of the industry and the bulk of the state’s population.
 In the first decade of the twentieth century half of the state population lived in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Since that time the population of the entire state has grown by about 34 million while the population of the Bay area has grown by four-and-a-half million.   

     The area called First California includes the Archdiocese of San Francisco and the Dioceses of Oakland and San Jose.  The Archdiocese of San Francisco itself covers the city of San Francisco and the areas to the north and south in Marin and San Mateo counties.  The total population of the archdiocese will increase by only 88,900 between 2005 and 2025.  The number of self-identified Catholics is expected to grow by 57,561, the smallest total growth of any of the twelve California dioceses.    (See Table 2)

     We earlier suggested two ends to the spectrum of approaches on coping with growth:  keep the number of parishes constant and allow present programs to absorb an increase in the membership of a Catholic parish; or build new facilities and keep the parish size constant.  In the case of the Archdiocese of San Francisco, keeping the number of programs constant would result in an increase for an average parish of only 640 more self-identified Catholics spread over a twenty-year period.  

Table 2

Total and Catholic Population 

San Francisco Bay Region/First California

2005 – 2025

	Archdiocese of San Francisco
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Total Population
	1,769,852
	1,858,752
	88,900

	Catholic Population
	442,643
	500,204
	57,561

	Percent Catholic
	25%
	27%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Oakland
	
	
	

	Total Population
	2,553,248
	3,386,382
	833,134

	Catholic Population
	670,602
	1,057, 053
	386,451

	Percent Catholic
	26%
	31%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of San Jose
	
	
	

	Total Population
	1,760,344
	2,079,978
	319,634

	Catholic Population
	501,397
	662,832
	161,435

	Percent Catholic
	28%
	32%
	


     The Diocese of Oakland includes both Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  The total anticipated increase in the number of nominal Catholics is 605,447 for the entire Bay area.  The Diocese of Oakland will absorb two-thirds of the expected regional increase or 386,451 more Catholics.  The average Oakland parish had a population of 7,983 self-identified Catholics in 2005. If no new parish programs are implemented, then the average parish will grow to 12,584 nominal Catholics in 2025.  At the other end of the spectrum, the diocese would need to open 49 additional parishes to cap the parish size at the present average level of 7,983 self-identified Catholics.           

     A comparison of parish-size data between Oakland and San Francisco points to the fact that neighboring dioceses can experience radically different problems.  The Archdiocese of San Francisco operates 90 parishes in a situation of minimal if any growth in the nominal Catholic population.  Oakland, on the other hand, must contend with an increase of 386,000 nominal members with an infrastructure of 86 parishes that is almost identical to the total for the Archdiocese of San Francisco.

     San Jose is the third diocese in the Bay area.  This diocese includes all of Santa Clara County.  The Diocese of San Jose will absorb approximately one-quarter of the projected population increase for the region.  A total of about 161,435 more Catholics will live in Santa Clara County by 2025.  The average San Jose parish had a population of 10,233 self-identified Catholics in 2005.  If the number of parishes remains constant at 49, then the average parish will grow to 13,527 Catholics or approximately 4,800 nominal Catholic households.  San Jose administrators would need to operate an additional 16 parishes to maintain a constant parish size.

2. C.   Detailed Regional Population Estimates

2. Second California - Southern Coastal Region

     Joel Kotkin called the California coastal region Second California.  He gave it this title because the phenomenal growth of metropolitan Los Angeles came at a much later date in the history of California than the gold-rush driven population increases in the San Francisco Bay area.

Los Angeles entered the century with a paltry population of 102,479.  In the 


first three decades of the twentieth century, however, more than a million people


settled in the City of the Angels, bringing its population to 1,238,048 by 1930, a


feat of growth surpassing even the rise of San Francisco in the nineteenth century.


Southern California as a whole was taking in another two-million-plus citizens.


The decades from 1900 to 1930, then, witnessed this overnight creation of 


metropolitan Los Angeles, San Diego, and Southern California as new American


places. 
   

The development of agriculture and manufacturing and the discovery of oil all contributed to the commercial growth in the Los Angeles basin.  Making movies added a magical attraction to living in Los Angeles.  A majority of new comers were white people who came from the Midwest.  In addition, the Mexican American population of the city of Los Angeles tripled from 33,644 to 97,116.  Los Angeles County had a Mexican-American population of 167,000 by 1930.

      The area called Second California includes the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the Dioceses of Orange and San Diego.  The Archdiocese of Los Angeles includes Santa Barbara, Los Angeles and Ventura counties.  The total population of the archdiocese will increase by 1,056,612 between 2005 and 2025.  This growth in the Los Angeles archdiocese includes 44 percent of the total growth in the entire Second California area.   

     The Archdiocese of Los Angeles operated 284 parishes for a self-identified Catholic population of 4.2 million in 2005.  The Catholic population in Los Angeles is expected to increase by 836,231 to a total of five million between 2005 and 2025.  

     One way to calculate future needs is to measure what would happen if the archdiocese operated the present number of parishes for an additional 836,231 Catholics. For example, an average parish had a Catholic population of 14,688 in 2005. Should no new parishes be built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 17,633 in 2025. Maintaining the status quo would result in the average parish increasing potential membership by 2,944.  (See Table 3)   If a decision were made to build 

additional programs, the anticipated growth of the Catholic population is the equivalent of adding 47 average-size parishes by 2025.   Simply dividing population growth by average parish size suggests a need to consider the possibility for a program to build new parishes.    

Table 3

Total and Catholic Population 

Southern Coastal Region/Second California

2005 – 2025

	Archdiocese of Los Angeles
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Total Population
	11,423,560
	12,480,172
	1,056,612

	Catholic Population
	4,171,470
	5,007,701
	836,231

	Percent Catholic
	37%
	40%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Orange
	
	
	

	Total Population
	3,073,362
	3,595,744
	522,382

	Catholic Population
	963,395
	1,292,989
	329,594

	Percent Catholic
	31%
	36%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of San Diego
	
	
	

	Total Population
	3,228,720
	4,054,288
	825,568

	Catholic Population
	958,522
	1,416,533
	458,011

	Percent Catholic
	30%
	35%
	


     The Diocese of Orange was established on June 18, 1976.  The boundaries of the diocese are contiguous with Orange County.  The total population of the diocese will increase by 522,382 between 2005 and 2025.  This growth in Orange County includes 22 percent of the total growth of the Southern Coastal region.

     The number of self-identified Catholics in Orange County is expected to increase by 329,594 between 2005 and 2025.  The Diocese of Orange operated 59 parishes in 2005.  An average parish had a Catholic population of 16,329.  Should the number of parishes remain constant to 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 21,915 by 2025.  An average parish in Orange County will eventually be 25 percent larger than an average parish in Los Angeles.  

     The anticipated growth of the Catholic population represents the equivalent of adding 15 average-size parishes by 2025.  The Diocese of Orange will need to build additional parishes or add more Mass celebrations to existing parish liturgical programs to cope with the expected increase in the Catholic population.  

       The Diocese of San Diego was established on October 31, 1936.  It includes both San Diego and Imperial Counties.  The total population of the diocese will increase by 825,568 between 2005 and 2025.  The growth in San Diego includes 36 percent of the total growth of the entire metropolitan area.

     The number of self-identified Catholics in San Diego is expected to increase by 458,011 between 2005 and 2025.  The Diocese of San Diego operated 99 parishes in 2005.  An average parish had a Catholic population of 9,682.  Should the number of parishes remain constant at 99, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 14,308 by 2025.

      The anticipated growth of the Catholic population represents the equivalent of adding 32 average size parishes by 2025.  San Diego will need to build additional parishes or add more Mass celebrations to existing parish liturgical programs.  If only 25 percent of the increased Catholic population attended Mass, the diocese would need to provide 114,500 more seats for Sunday Mass celebrations by 2025.  

2. C.   Detailed Regional Population Estimates

3.   Third California – Central Corridor Region

     Gold, oil, manufacturing and the production of movies provided economic engines for the development of First and Second California.  Population growth followed the opportunities to make money.  Access to the Pacific Ocean and the transcontinental rail connections caused development to cluster around the natural harbors.  Third California, on the other hand, evolved into a region of vast ranches extending over thousands, even tens of thousands of acres.  In 1870 just five hundred farmers controlled over 8.6 million acres, a land mass greater than all of Massachusetts and Connecticut combined. 
 An average rancher would need to travel 27 miles to visit his nearest neighbor.    

     In subsequent years the interior parts of the state grew much less spectacularly than the two coastal regions.  Agriculture and mining dominated the economy, and its population reflected these realities.  The interior part of the state represented a relatively small proportion of California residents – roughly one-fifth of the state’s population in 1960 compared to one in three today.  If anything, it was once widely regarded by other Californians as a place from which talented and ambitious tended to leave for the greater opportunities along the coastal plain. 
  The price of housing in the coastal region changed that picture.  The lower cost of housing in the Central Corridor has been a major factor in the population growth.  Roughly two in five movers to the Central Valley did so because housing was much less expensive in Third California.

     The area called Third California includes the Dioceses of Sacramento which covers the north central and north eastern part of the state and Santa Rosa in the north western  region of the state.  Three dioceses – Stockton, Monterey, and Fresno – stretch across the farming areas in the San Joaquin Valley.  Finally, Third California includes the burgeoning population in the Diocese of San Bernardino in the south.

     The Diocese of Sacramento itself includes 20 counties and stretches from the capital city of Sacramento north to the Oregon border.  A former bishop of Sacramento lived in a mobile home so he could visit his far-flung flock.  The total population of the Diocese of Sacramento will increase by 1,510,120 between 2005 and 2025.  Growth in the Sacramento diocese includes 17 percent of the total growth in the entire Third California area.  (See Table 4)

     The Diocese of Sacramento operated 101 parish programs for a self-identified Catholic population of 812,199 in 2005.  The Catholic population in Sacramento is expected to increase by 557,766 to a total of 1.4 million between 2005 and 2025.

     One way to describe future needs in a diocese is to measure what might happen if the diocese operated the same number of parishes for an additional 557,766 self-identified Catholics.  An average parish had a Catholic population of 8,042 in 2005.  Should no new parishes be built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 13,564 in 2025.  Maintaining the status quo would result in an average parish increasing potential membership by 5,522.  On the other hand, if a decision were made to build additional parishes, the anticipated growth would be the equivalent of adding 69 average-size parishes by 2025.

Table 4

Total and Catholic Population 

Central Corridor Region/Third California

2005 – 2025

	Diocese of Sacramento
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Total Population
	3,432,759
	4,942,879
	1,510,120

	Catholic Population
	812,199
	1,369,965
	557,766

	Percent Catholic
	24%
	28%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Santa Rosa
	
	
	

	Total Population
	932,869
	1,197,739
	264,870

	Catholic Population
	221,438
	319,810
	98,372

	Percent Catholic
	24%
	27%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Monterey
	
	
	

	Total Population
	1,011,667
	1,218,789
	207,132

	Catholic Population
	329,920
	443,172
	113,252

	Percent Catholic
	33%
	36%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Stockton
	
	
	

	Total Population
	1,291,842
	1,959,889
	668,047

	Catholic Population
	397,260
	701,785
	304,525

	Percent Catholic
	31%
	36%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Fresno
	
	
	

	Total Population
	2,626,736
	3,681,037
	1,054,301

	Catholic Population
	965,429
	1,538,603
	572,174

	Percent Catholic
	37%
	42%
	

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of San Bernardino
	
	
	

	Total Population
	3,863,321
	5,537,229
	1,673,908

	Catholic Population
	1,348,777
	2,393,856
	1,045,079

	Percent Catholic
	35%
	43%
	


     The Diocese of Santa Rosa covers six counties starting with Napa in the south and continuing north along the Pacific Coast to Humboldt county and the Oregon border.  The total population of the diocese will increase by 264,870 between 2005 and 2025.  This growth in Santa Rosa includes only five percent of the total growth of the entire Third California area.  The total population of the six counties will grow by only 28 percent over the next 20 years, a relatively modest rate of growth by California measures of population change.

     The Diocese of Santa Rosa operated 42 parishes for a self-identified Catholic population of 221,438 in 2005.  The Catholic population in Santa Rosa is expected to increase by 98,372 to a total of 319,810 between 2005 and 2025.

     A method to describe future needs in a diocese is to measure what might happen if the diocese operated the same number of parishes for an additional 98,372 self-identified Catholics.  An average parish had a Catholic population of 5,272 in 2005.  Should no new parishes be built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 7,615 by 2025.  Maintaining the status quo would result in an average parish increasing potential membership by 2,342.  A second approach to coping with population growth would involve building new churches and keeping the present parish size constant at 5,272.  This second method would represent the equivalent of adding 19 additional parishes to the present configuration of 42 parishes.

     The Diocese of Monterey covers four counties along the Pacific Coast beginning in Santa Cruz and extending south to the northern edge of the Los Angeles basin at Santa Barbara.  The total population of the diocese will increase by 207,132 between 2005 and 2025.  The population growth in Monterey is second smallest of the 12 dioceses in the state.  Only San Francisco with its anticipated population increase of 88,000 is smaller.

     The Diocese of Monterey operated 42 parishes for a self-identified Catholic population of 329,920 in 2005.  The Catholic population in Monterey is expected to increase by 113,252 to a total of 443,172 between 2005 and 2025.

     A method to describe future needs in a diocese is to measure what might happen if the diocese operated the same number of parishes for an additional 113,252 self-identified Catholics.  An average parish had a Catholic population 7,855 in 2005.  Should no additional parishes be built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 10,552 by 2025.  Maintaining the status quo would result in an average parish increasing potential membership of 2,696.  A second approach to coping with population growth would involve building new churches and keeping the present parish size constant at 7,855.  This second method would represent the equivalent of adding 14 additional parishes to the present configuration of 42 parishes.

     The Diocese of Stockton covers six counties east and south of the Dioceses of Oakland and San Jose.  The area of the diocese begins in the city of Stockton in San Joaquin County and extends east to Alpine and Mono Counties along the Nevada border.  The total population of the diocese is expected to increase by 668,047 between 2005 and 2025.  

     The Diocese of Stockton operated 34 parishes for a self-identified Catholic population of 397,620 in 2005.  The Catholic population is expected to increase by 304,525 to a total of 701,785 or a growth of 52 percent by 2025.

     A method to describe future needs in a diocese is to measure what might happen if the diocese operated the same number of parishes for an additional 304,525 self-identified Catholics.  An average parish in Stockton had a Catholic population of 11,684 in 2005.  Should no additional parishes by built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 20,641 by 2025.  Maintaining the status quo would result in an average parish increasing potential membership by 8,957.  A second approach to coping with population growth would involve building new churches an keeping the present parish size constant at 11,684.  This second method would represent the equivalent of adding the equivalent of 26 additional parishes to the present configuration of 34 parishes.

     The Diocese of Fresno includes eight counties in the south central region of California.  The area of the diocese extends from Fresno County in the west to Inyo County along the Nevada border.  The total population of the diocese will increase by 1,054,301 between 2005 and 2025.  

     The diocese of Fresno operated 90 parishes for a self-identified Catholic population of 965,429 in 2005.  The Catholic population of Fresno is expected to increase by 573,174 to a total of 1,538,603 between 2005 and 2025.  

     A method to describe future needs in a diocese is to measure what might happen if the diocese operated the same number of parishes for an additional 573,174 self-identified Catholics.  An average parish had a Catholic population of 10,727 in 2005.  Should no additional parishes be built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 17,096 by 2025.  Maintaining the status quo would result in an average parish increasing potential membership by 6,369.  A second approach to coping with population growth would involve build new churches and keeping the present size constant at 10,727.  This second method would represent the equivalent of adding 53 additional parishes to the present configuration of 90 parishes.

     The Diocese of San Bernardino includes San Bernardino and Riverside Counties.  This region was the fastest growing of any metropolitan area in the state between 2000 and 2005.  The total population of the diocese will increase by 1,673,908 between 2005 and 2025.  This is the largest total population increase of any diocese in the state exceeding even the expected growth in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  

     The Diocese of San Bernardino operated 94 parishes for a self-identified Catholic population of 1,348,777 in 2005.  The Catholic population of San Bernardino is expected to increase by 1,045,079 between 2005 and 2025.

     A method to describe future programming needs of San Bernardino is to measure what might happen if the diocese operated the same number of parishes for an additional 1,045,079 self-identified Catholics.  An average parish had a Catholic population of 14,349 in 2005.  Should no new parishes be built by 2025, the average parish would have a Catholic population of 25,467 by 2025.  Maintaining the status quo would result in an 

average parish increasing potential membership by 11,118.  A second approach to coping with population growth would involve building new churches and keeping the present parish size constant at 14,349.  This second method would represent the equivalent of adding 73 parishes to the present configuration of 94 parishes.                     

3.
Latino Catholic Church Membership

     In section two of this report we outlined anticipated changes in the total and Catholic population in the state of California.  State demographers expect that there will be nine million more residents living in California by 2025, an increase of 24 percent over a twenty year period.  Growth in the state population will be distributed unevenly between the three regions of the state.  Fourteen percent of the projected growth will occur in the San Francisco Bay region.  Population growth in this area will be largely centered in the Diocese of Oakland.  About 27 percent of the expected increase will happen in the Southern Coastal region stretching from Santa Barbara to San Diego. The escalating price of housing, however, is making living in the developed coastal regions a fiscal impossibility for many residents.  For example, the affordability ratio in the San Francisco Bay Region – the percentage of people able to buy a median priced home – had dropped by 25 percent.
  Consequently, the majority of the growth – 59 percent - will be in the Central Corridor of the state.    

     Total growth of the Catholic portion of the population will amount to 4.9 million or an increase of 42 percent by 2025. The growth in the number of Catholics will outstrip increases in the number of non-Catholics, 4.9 million compared to an increase of 4.1 million in the number of non-Catholics.  Because the number of Catholics is increasing at a faster rate than non-Catholics – 42 percent vs. 16 percent – Catholics as a proportion of the total state population will increase from 32 percent in 2005 to 36 percent by 2025.

     In the present section of this report we will first describe how increases in the Latino Catholic population will affect the size of an average parish.  The growth of the Catholic population will parallel the uneven distribution of changes in the total population.  The population of an average parish in San Francisco will annually increase by only 31 Latino Catholics while an average parish in San Bernardino will grow by 553 Latino Catholics each year.  

     We will also discuss the issue of whether or not the growth in the number of Latino Catholics will likely lead to the creation of a bilingual church.  Will Spanish-language liturgies become the norm in California because of the influx of Latino Catholics over the next two decades?        

     The Catholic Church in California operated 1,072 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 11.8 million in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 7.8 million or two-thirds of the total Catholic group.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 4.6 million between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 4,219 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an  annual increase of 211 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish. 

     The increase in the Latino population will account for 85 percent of the growth of the total state population.  This amounts to an increase of 7.6 million Latinos out of a total growth of nine million.  The remaining growth will occur in the Asian population.  The number of Native-Americans, African Americans and Caucasians will decline slightly.  We estimate that the Catholic population will increase by 4.9 million.  Virtually all of the increase in the number of Catholics will happen in the Latino community – 4.6 million.  See Table 5.  

Table 5

Total Latino and Latino Catholic Population 

State and Regional Profile

2005 – 2025

	State of California
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Latino Population
	13,069,667
	20,714,334
	7,644,667

	Latino Catholic Population
	7,840,801
	12,428,600
	4,586,779

	
	
	
	

	Region One
	San Francisco Bay
	
	

	Latino Population
	1,309,234
	2,141,859
	832,625

	Latino Catholic Population
	785,541
	1,285,116
	499,575

	
	
	
	

	Region Two
	Southern Coastal
	
	

	Latino Population
	7,247,489
	9,987,513
	2,740,024

	Latino Catholic Population
	4,348,494
	5,992,508
	1,644,014

	
	
	
	

	Region Three
	Central Corridor
	
	

	Latino Population
	4,512,944
	8,584,962
	4,072,018

	Latino Catholic Population
	2,707,766
	5,150,976
	2,443,210


     The Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of San Francisco operated 90 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 442,643 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 190,601 or 43 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 55,549 between 2005 and 2025.  (See Table 6)  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 617 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 31 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

Table 6

Total Latino and Catholic Latino Population 

San Francisco Bay Region/First California

2005 – 2025

	Archdiocese of San Francisco
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Latino Population
	317,668
	410,250
	92,582

	Latino Catholic Population
	190,601
	246,150
	55,549

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Oakland
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	549,406
	1,055,631
	506,225

	Latino Catholic Population
	329,644
	633,379
	303,735

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of San Jose
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	442,106
	675,978
	233,818

	Latino Catholic Population
	265,296
	405,587
	140,291


     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Oakland operated 84 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 670,602 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 329,644 or 49 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 303,735 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 3,616 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 181 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of San Jose operated 49 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 501,397 in 2005. The Latino Catholic population amounted to 265,296 or 53 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 140,291 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 2,863 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 143 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles operated 284 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 4,171,470 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 3,130,944 or 75 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 900,866 between 2005 and 2025. (See Table 7)  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 3,172 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 159 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

Table 7

Total Latino and Latino Catholic Population 

Southern Coastal Region/Second California

2005 – 2025

	Archdiocese of Los Angeles
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Latino Population
	5,218,240
	6,719,683
	1,501,443

	Latino Catholic Population
	3,130,944
	4,031,810
	900,866

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Orange
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	1,030,281
	1,560,030
	529,749

	Latino Catholic Population
	618,169
	936,018
	317,849

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of San Diego
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	998,968
	1,707,800
	708,832

	Latino Catholic Population
	599,381
	1,024,680
	425,299


     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Orange operated 84 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 963,395 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 618,169 or 64 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 317,849 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 5,387 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 269 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of San Diego operated 99 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 958,522 in 2005. The Latino Catholic population amounted to 265,296 or 53 percent of the total Catholic group in the diocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 425,299 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 4,296 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 215 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Sacramento operated 101 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 812,199 in 2005. The Latino Catholic population amounted to 361,274 or 44 percent of the total Catholic group in the diocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 406,311 between 2005 and 2025.  (See Table 8) Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 4,022 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 201 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

Table 8

Total Latino and Latino Catholic Population 

Central Corridor Region/Third California

2005 – 2025

	Diocese of Sacramento
	2005
	2025
	Change

	Latino Population
	602,124
	1,279,309
	677,185

	Latino Catholic Population
	361,274
	767,585
	406,311

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Santa Rosa
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	175,645
	300,570
	124,925

	Latino Catholic Population
	105,387
	180,342
	74,955

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Monterey
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	387,377
	566,442
	179,065

	Latino Catholic Population
	232,426
	339,865
	107,439

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Stockton
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	431,976
	875,748
	443,772

	Latino Catholic Population
	259,186
	525,449
	266,263

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of Fresno
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	1,244,773
	2,158,729
	913,956

	Latino Catholic Population
	746,864
	1,295,237
	548,373

	
	
	
	

	Diocese of San Bernardino
	
	
	

	Latino Population
	1,671,049
	3,404,164
	1,733,115

	Latino Catholic Population
	1,002,629
	2,042,498
	1,039,869


     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Santa Rosa operated 42 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 221,438 in 2005.   The Latino Catholic population amounted to 105,387 or 48 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 74,995 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 1,784 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 89 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Monterey operated 42 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 329,920 in 2005.   The Latino Catholic population amounted to 232,426 or 70 percent of the total Catholic group in the diocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 107,439 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 2,558 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 128 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Stockton operated 34 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 397,620 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 259,186 or 65 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 266,263 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 7,831 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 392 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of Fresno operated 90 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 965,429 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 746,864 or 77 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 548,373 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 6,093 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 305 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic Church in the Diocese of San Bernardino operated 94 parishes to serve a self-identified Catholic population of 1,348,777 in 2005.  The Latino Catholic population amounted to 1,002,629 or 74 percent of the total Catholic group in the archdiocese.  The estimated Latino Catholic population will increase by 1,039,869 between 2005 and 2025.  Should the number of parishes remain constant, the Latino Catholic population for an average parish will increase by 11,062 over the twenty-year time span.  This total increase translates into an annual increase of 553 additional Latino Catholics for an average parish.  

     The Catholic population of each diocese in California will increase between 2005 and 2025.  In some cases the Catholic population will increase by more than 100 percent.  The number of Catholics in Sacramento will increase by 112 percent.  The Catholic population in Stockton and San Bernardino will increase by 103 percent and 104 percent respectively.  Catholic population growth in San Francisco and Los Angeles will be a more modest 29 percent.  The potential for growth in the Catholic population seems to be limited in the more densely settled coastal urban areas.  The number of Catholics will increase, however, in every area of the state.  Latino Catholics presently represent 67 percent of the Catholic Church population.  It is likely that the Latino proportion of the church population will grow to 75 percent of the total church population by 2025.

     The fact that Latino Catholics represent a growing majority of the entire California Catholic population poses a question about the future development of the church in that state.  Will Latino Catholics in California adopt American practices and values?  The answer to this question seems to center around how well and how quickly Latinos learn English.  Research by the Pew Hispanic Center shows that English use is linked to assimilation.  Latino immigrants who know English well and use it often tend to have attitudes and opinions on social values, gender roles and faith in government that are closer to those of non-Latinos than do immigrants who use mainly Spanish.  Latinos believe that English is necessary for success in the United States.  Asked whether adult Latinos “need to learn English to succeed in the United States, or can they succeed even if they only speak Spanish, “ 89 percent of Latinos in a 2002 survey said they need to learn English.  Slightly more Spanish-dominant Latinos (92 percent) voiced this belief. 

     The Pew Hispanic Center research investigated English language fluency and usage among several generations of Latinos.  In this research first generation refers to those born outside the United States.  Second generation refers to someone born in the United States, with at least one first generation parent.  Finally, third generation refers to someone born in the United States with both parents also born in the United States.

     The Pew group found that nearly all Hispanic adults born in the United States of immigrant parents report they are fluent in English.  By contrast, only a small minority of their parents describe themselves as skilled English speakers.  This finding of a dramatic increase in English-language ability from one generation of Hispanics to the next emerges from a new analysis of six Pew Hispanic Center surveys conducted this decade among a total of more than 14,000 Latino adults. The surveys show that fewer than one-in-four (23 percent) Latino immigrants reports being able to speak English very well.  However, fully 88 percent of their U.S. born adult children report that they speak English very well.  Among later generations of Hispanic adults, the figure rises to 94 percent.

     As fluency in English increases across generations, so, too, does the regular use of English by Hispanics, both at home and at work.  For most immigrants , English is not the primary language they use in either setting.  But for their grown children, it is. 
  From the first generation to those that follow, we see a nearly complete transition from Spanish to English dominance.   

     Pew research reports use the term “unauthorized migrant” to mean a person who resides in the United States, but who is not a citizen, has not been admitted for permanent residence, and is not in a set of specific authorized temporary statuses permitting longer-term residence and work.  This term best describes immigrant populations because many migrants now enter the country using counterfeit documents and are thus not really undocumented.  

     The Pew researchers estimated the unauthorized population at 10.3 million in 2004.  They further found that 2.4 million unauthorized migrants lived in California.  We earlier reported that only 23 percent of immigrants reported that they spoke English fluently.  These facts suggest the need for Spanish language liturgies and programs.  At the same time, there is a growing population of Latino children who are United States citizens.  Fully 88 percent of the adult population who are children of immigrants are fluent in English.  For the short term, there is a need for Spanish language programs.  It is doubtful that succeeding generations of Latinos will expect liturgical and educational programming conducted in Spanish.

4.   California Catholics Celebrate Sacraments

A.   Infant Baptisms and Adult Conversions

     Measurements of Catholic participation in key markers of religious involvement provide a more complete understanding of how Catholic religious life might likely change in the future.  The central factors that can be counted are infant Baptism, adult Baptisms and Professions of Faith, Catholic funerals, First Eucharist and Confirmation.  The question to consider is whether or not Catholics in California will come to their parishes to celebrate these central events in their religious life.

     The number of births in the total population declined from 611,666 in 1990 to 542,800 for 2005.  State demographers expect the number of births to rebound from 2005 and gradually increase to 618,800 by 2025.  Since the total population is expected to increase between 1990 and 2025 by 16 million, the birth rate for the total population will decline from 20.5 in 1990 to 14.8 by 2005. 
  The birth rate declined by 28 percent over the 15 year period.  The birth rate is expected to decline much more gradually with a loss of 10 percent over the 20 year period between 2005 and 2025.  (See Table 9)   

Table 9

Births and Infant Baptisms

State of California

	
	Total
	Birth
	Infant
	Baptismal

	Year
	Births
	Rate
	Baptisms
	Rate

	1990
	611,666
	20.5
	169,300
	21.1

	1995
	558,000
	17.6
	192,865
	20.8

	2000
	525,000
	15.4
	191,856
	18.2

	2005
	542,800
	14.8
	190,145
	16.1

	2010
	561,800
	14.3
	190,758
	14.7

	2015
	580,800
	14.0
	188,176
	13.2

	2020
	599,800
	13.7
	185,594
	12.0

	2025
	618,800
	13.5
	183,012
	11.0


     The total number of births will decline through 2005 and then recover to the 1990 level.  Latino births are expected to increase by 150,874 or 66 percent between 1990 and 2025.  Non-Latino births will likely decline by 143,740 for the same period.  The increase in Latino births will balance the anticipated drop in the number of non-Latino births.

     While the number of Latino births is increasing, the Latino birth rate is also decreasing.  This means that many more Latinos are having somewhat fewer children.  The Latino birth rate is expected to decline from 29.6 in 1990 to 18.4 by 2025.  While both Latinos and non-Latinos are having relatively fewer children, the birth rate is declining more swiftly among non-Latinos.

     Infant Baptisms represent the beginning of religious involvement for most Catholics.  We compared total births reported by the state government in Sacramento to infant Baptisms to establish the level of Catholic participation in infant Baptism.  For example, California demographers reported there were 525,427 births in 2000.  Diocesan managers counted 191,856 infant Baptisms for the same year.  The two reported totals mean that there were 333,571 non-Catholic births for 2000.  Infant Baptisms amounted to 36% of all births in California for 2000.     

        The number of infant Baptisms increased during this period when total births declined by 86,000.  Pastors reported an increase in infant Baptisms of 22,566 between 1990 and 2000.  Infant Baptisms consequently jumped from 27.6% of all births in 1990 to 36.5% for 2000.  Catholics either were more likely to participate in infant baptism or had more children than the non-Catholic population during the nineties.
     

     The data in Table 9 also give a picture of how birth and baptismal rates will change.  The Baptismal rate for the year 2000 was 18.2.  This means that 1,000 Catholics on average produced 18.2 infant Baptisms.  For a Baptismal rate to stay at this number would mean that Baptisms would change as the population fluctuated.  We earlier projected that the Catholic population would increase by 4.6 million between 2005 and 2025.  For the Baptismal rate to stay at 18.2 the number of infant Baptisms would have to increase in proportion to the growth in the population.  Here we project that the number of infant Baptisms will decrease from 190,145 in 2005 to 183,012 by 2025.  The infant Baptismal rate will decline from 18.2 in 2005 to 13.5 for 2025.  This change represents a drop of 27% over a twenty-year span.  The data suggest that large Catholic households are a thing of the past.  Catholic households are coming to reflect the smaller household size of the total population.

     The estimated Catholic population is increasing as a proportion of the total population in California.  Catholics as a share of the total population ranged from 26.9 percent in 1990 to 36.3 percent in 2025.  Estimating expected Baptisms involves multiplying the Catholic proportion of the total population by the total number of births for a given year.  For example, the Catholic population proportion of 26.9 percent for 1990 multiplied by 611,666 total births provides an estimate of 164,475 expected Baptisms for 1990.  Expected Baptisms for the total 1990 to 2025 time period amounted to 6.64 million out of a total of 20.5 million births for the 40 year period.     

     A second approach to estimating infant Baptisms involves using the reported number of Baptisms from 1990 through 2005 as the basis of a projection of Baptisms through 2025.  This method of estimating Baptisms provides a total of infant Baptisms through 2025 of 6.84 million.  It seems that most self-identified Catholics actually participate in the Sacrament of Infant Baptism.     

     The possible number of infant Baptisms is limited by the number of births in any specific year.  Adult conversions are only constrained by the number of non-Catholic adults.  While Catholics have never had outstanding success persuading adults to join the church, the proportion of adults currently entering the Catholic Church has slowly grown in recent years.  (See Table 10)  

Table 10

Adult Baptisms and Professions of Faith

State of California

	
	
	
	Adult
	Professions

	
	Adult
	Professions 
	Baptisms
	Of Faith

	Year
	Baptisms
	Of Faith
	Per Parish
	Per Parish

	1990
	5,753
	6,726
	5.40
	6.32

	1995
	8,128
	7,370
	7.65
	6.94

	2000
	10,756
	12,474
	10.10
	11.71

	2005
	7,525
	8,795
	7.05
	8.24

	2010
	8,262
	10,025
	7.70
	9.34

	2015
	9,046
	9,580
	8.40
	8.89

	2020
	9,858
	9,241
	9.13
	8.55

	2025
	10,655
	9,156
	9.83
	8.45


     In 1990 a total or 181,778 residents of the United States joined the Catholic Church.  Adults represented only seven percent of the new members.  The total new membership increased to 223,972 for 2005.  New adult members increased to ten percent of this larger total.  The number of adult new members about doubled in California from 12,000 to 21,700 by 2005.  Should these patterns continue unchanged, adults conversions will represent 12 % of a projected total new membership of 257,547 in 2025. 

B.   Church Funerals

      An evaluation of the data describing non-Catholic deaths and Catholic funerals suggests two very different patterns.  The increase in non-Catholic deaths (33%) generally followed the growth in the non-Catholic population (30%).  This state pattern

paralleled the national profile where non-Catholic deaths increased at about the rate the population grew.   (See Table 11)

Table 11

Deaths and Catholic Funerals

State of California

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Non-Catholic
	Catholic
	Death
	Funeral
	Total

	Year
	Deaths
	Funerals
	Rate
	Rate
	Deaths

	1990
	174,109
	38,950
	7.1
	4.9
	213,059

	1995
	181,987
	38,844
	7.0
	4.2
	220,831

	2000
	187,606
	40,309
	6.7
	3.8
	227,915

	2005
	202,753
	34,168
	6.5
	2.9
	236,921

	2010
	209,003
	35,905
	6.2
	2.8
	244,908

	2015
	218,894
	34,001
	6.1
	2.4
	252,895

	2020
	227,660
	33,222
	5.9
	2.1
	260,882

	2025
	237,404
	31,465
	5.8
	1.9
	268,869


     Catholic funerals, on the other hand, actually declined slightly while the Catholic population increased by 129%.  The fact that Catholic deaths remained relatively stable in the face of a significant increase in the Catholic population underscores the fact that the median age of the Latino population is 25 while the median age of the total population for California is closer to 35.  Older Latinos simply do not migrate to this country.

C.   First Communions and Confirmation

     Two sacramental events occur while Catholic students attend either a Catholic school or a parish religious education program.  For this research we assume that Catholic students generally receive First Eucharist in the second grade.  Students participate in Confirmation celebrations in high school.  We will calculate estimates of potential participants for both of these programs to compare to the totals of actual students who were part of First Eucharist or Confirmation.

     The net total of participants in First Eucharist in the United States compared favorably to the net total for infant Baptisms eight years prior.  On average participants in First Eucharist amounted to 85% of the total Baptismal group.  The sum of domestic migration and international immigration is assumed to be zero in this analysis.  

     We applied the same analysis model to sacramental data for California.  A total of 138,414 students and their parents participated in First Eucharist in 2000.  The enrollment in sacramental preparation for First Eucharist was likely split between 17,000 students in Catholic elementary schools and 121,000 in parish religious education programs.  The level of the potential population participating in First Eucharist ranged between 64% in 1990 to a projected 80% for 2025.  The average for the entire period between 1990 and 2025 was 73%.  The level of participation in California was about 10% below the average for the country.  (See Table 12) 

Table 12

Participation in First Eucharist

State of California

	
	Potential
	Actual
	
	

	
	First
	First
	
	

	
	Communion 
	Communion
	
	Percent

	Year
	Population
	Population
	Variance
	Participating

	1990
	141,655 
	90,521 
	51,134 
	64%

	1995
	149,002 
	110,758 
	38,244 
	74%

	2000
	192,391 
	138,414 
	53,977 
	72%

	2005
	206,083 
	141,117 
	64,966 
	68%

	2010
	196,198 
	146,497 
	49,701 
	75%

	2015
	204,391 
	151,876 
	52,514 
	74%

	2020
	210,342 
	157,256 
	53,086 
	75%

	2025
	216,293 
	162,635 
	53,658 
	75%


     Confirmation celebrations were less successful in attracting participants either in California or across the country.  The average level of participation in Confirmation was 62% for the entire country.  A total of 55,940 students participated in Confirmation programs in 2000 in California.  This group amounted to 33% of the potential 

Confirmation population of 149,002.  Reported confirmations averaged 34% of the potential population in California between 1990 and 2025.  (See Table 13)  The Confirmation rate may represent a significant undercount of Confirmations due to an increasing practice of combining First Communion and Confirmation in a single ceremony.

Table 13

Participation in Confirmation

State of California

	
	Potential
	Actual
	
	

	
	Confirmation
	Confirmation
	
	Percent

	Year
	Population
	Population
	Variance
	Participating

	1990
	133,094 
	28,721 
	104,373 
	22%

	1995
	141,655 
	44,262 
	97,393 
	31%

	2000
	149,002 
	62,940 
	86,062 
	42%

	2005
	192,391 
	65,443 
	126,948 
	34%

	2010
	206,083 
	75,585 
	130,498 
	37%

	2015
	196,198 
	85,726 
	110,472 
	44%

	2020
	204,391 
	95,868 
	108,522 
	47%

	2025
	210,342 
	106,010 
	104,332 
	50%


     In this portion of the report we developed projections of Catholic religious behavior between 2005 and 2025.  Records of participation since 1990 formed the basis for the projections.  The projections covered patterns for Baptisms, funerals, First Eucharist and Confirmation.

     The total number of births declined by 68,573 between 1990 and 2000.  Non-Catholic births dropped by 93,129 while infant Baptisms increased by 27,556.  Totals for both infant Baptisms and non-Catholic births leveled off between 2000 and 2005.  This recent stable history formed the basis for birth and Baptismal projections through 2025.  The projections suggest that total non-Catholic births and infant Baptisms will remain constant over the next 20 years.  Since the Catholic population is projected to increase

by 5.6 million, a stable number of infant Baptisms in a growing population indicate that the Baptismal rate will decline.  A declining Baptismal rate suggests that Catholics in California are raising smaller families now than in prior years.

     The number of Adult conversions and Profession of Faith doubled between 1990 and 2005.  Should this pattern continue unchanged, adult conversions in general will represent 13% of a projected total new membership of 235,434 in 2005.

     The data describing non-Catholic deaths and Catholic funerals underscores one significant difference between the Anglo and Latino populations.  The median age for the 

respective groups differ by about ten years.  The increase in non-Catholic deaths paralleled growth in the non-Catholic population. Catholic funerals, on the other hand, declined somewhat while the Catholic population increased.  The Catholic funeral rate in California dropped from 5.3 to 2.2 between 1990 and 2025.  Latinos will represent 74% of the Catholic Church membership by 2025.  The fact of fewer Catholic funerals reflects 

the age profile of the Latino population.

     Finally, we compared recorded and projected participation in the Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation to Baptismal totals for the appropriate year.  For the purposes of this discussion, we assumed that eight-year olds participated in First Eucharist while teen-agers were confirmed.  Seven-three percent of potential students in California participated in First Eucharist.  This proportion was 12% lower that the national average of 85%.  The California confirmation participation rate was 34% which was about half the national proportion of 62%.

     All estimates of expected participation in religious events have been based on reported totals of the Catholic population compared to population statistics for the state of California.  We found that virtually all Catholics participated in infant Baptisms and Catholic funerals.  Adult conversions formed a modest but growing portion of the new Church membership.     

5.   Parish Offertory Support

A.
National and Regional Patterns of Catholic Giving

     The purpose of the next portion of this research report is to describe how giving statistics from the state of California fit into national and regional giving patterns.

     The national and regional household giving statistics point to two issues that require an explanation.  Protestants give a lot more to religion than Catholics, $1,582 compared to $305.  While the dollar totals differ significantly, a consideration of all the data suggests that Protestants and Catholics actually give similar amounts.  That is, they both donate sufficient funds to pay the bills for radically different ecclesial structures.  Catholic giving is not only significantly different from Protestant donation patterns. Regional differences in Catholic giving also require explanation. Catholics in the Midwest give much more than Catholic households on either the East or West Coast.

     Patterns of state giving point more to similarities than differences. Lower levels of Catholic household giving are not confined to one diocese or one part of California.  It is tempting to expect such low levels of giving to cause a fiscal crisis.  It seems, however, that parishes in California can operate on half of the average household donation of a parish in the Great Lakes region.

     The International Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC) continued a multiyear research program on Catholic giving to parishes and dioceses. CARA at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., annually surveys members of the ICSC on levels of Catholic giving.  The ICSC data for 2005 contains replies from 60 percent of the dioceses 

and archdioceses in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.  

     Catholics continued to give more money to support parish programs in 2005.   Catholic Offertory collections increased by $254 million, or four percent between 2004 and 2005.  Collections increased by $208 million between 2003 and 2004.  The increased 

collection for 2005 likely came from two sources: the estimated number of Catholic 

households increased by 415,000 and the average annual gift from self-identified Catholic households increased from $298 to $305.  

      Table 14 summarizes parish Offertory collections by region of the country.  Average household donations were the lowest in the Pacific ($172) and Northeast ($227) regions.  These two areas had the largest number of estimated households per parish of any region in the country.  The Midwest, with the smallest average number of households per parish (458), had the largest average household donation of $630.  These data underscore the finding that the cost of operating a parish does not substantially increase when more Catholics register as members.  The practice of religion tends to be a fixed cost endeavor.

Table 14

Offertory Collections by Region of the United States

2005

	
	Offertory
	Average
	Average
	Average

	
	Collections
	Household
	Parish
	Households

	Region
	($ = Millions)
	Donation
	Collection
	Per Parish

	Northeast
	$1,660
	$227
	$331,801
	1,460

	South Atlantic
	$826
	$446
	$548,473
	1,230

	South
	$855
	$300
	$347,138
	1,157

	Great Lakes
	$1,448
	$412
	$370,617
	900

	Midwest
	$784
	$630
	$288,024
	458

	Mountain
	$364
	$357
	$415,525
	1,163

	Pacific
	$665
	$172
	$405,241
	2,359

	
	
	
	
	

	United States
	$6,602
	$305
	$364,389
	1,195


     Total Catholic Offertory collections in the United States amounted to $6.6 billion for 2005.   Estimated non-Catholic congregational giving amounted to approximately $70 billion for the same year.  A Catholic household gave an average of $305 to her/his parish 

in 2005.  This household donation contrasts with non-Catholic households that donate an average of $1,582 to their respective congregations. Catholic Church membership represents about 23 percent of all church members in the United States.  The Catholic share of the religious “budget” in this country amounts to only nine percent.

     Clearly non-Catholics give more than Catholics to religious causes.  Why?  The answer may be that Catholic parishes are about eight times larger than a typical non-Catholic congregation.  The Catholic Church in the United States operated 18,112 parishes to serve their membership.  Non-Catholic congregations sponsored about 311,000 congregations to serve the religious needs of their membership.

     Research projects on religious giving always discover that Catholics give less to support parish programs than members of virtually every non-Catholic denomination donate to support their own religious endeavors.  Theories abound to explain the lackluster giving of Catholics.  Some commentators suggest that, since Catholic parishes do not encourage a public, personal witness of commitment, they receive relatively small contributions from lukewarm participants.  Other writers suggest that a Protestant practice of soliciting written giving pledges makes all the difference.  Most every 

commentator ignores a structural difference between Catholic parishes and Protestant 

congregations.  Catholic parishes include 1,195 self-identified Catholic households while 

an average non-Catholic congregation registers 142 households.

     This striking size difference suggests an economic dilemma.  The cost of the religious efforts of either Protestant congregations or Catholic parishes tends to be similar.  Both groups hire pastors, associate pastors, education ministers, etc.  Catholics and Protestants purchase their heat, light and program supplies from many of the same vendors.  Given the reality of so many similar costs, obviously fewer non-Catholics per congregation bear a much greater religious fiscal burden than Catholics hoping in the hereafter.  This relative expense of salvation may underlie the commonly quoted research finding that non-Catholics give at least three times as much, as a percentage of household income, as Catholics to the support of religion.  They have to.  Their Cost-of-Goods-Sold is that much more expensive.

     The revenue patterns described in this report support the notion that the size of a parish is one factor that has a significant impact on the level of giving between Catholic parishes in various regions of the country.  Household giving described in Table 11 ranged from a high of $630 in the Midwest to a low of $172 for the Pacific region.  There 

was an average of 458 households per parish in the Midwest and 2,359 in the Pacific 

region.  The statistic “r” designates the relationship between two sets of variables.
  

“R” for the relationship between household contribution and parish size is calculated at 

-.87.  This means that there was a strong negative relationship between average 

household contributions and parish size by region.  Average household contributions in 2005 regularly decreased as the number of parish households increased.

     National and regional giving data suggest that donating to congregations and parishes is need-driven.  An average non-Catholic congregation raises $224,617 to pay for staff and provide religious services for 142 households.  At the same time, an average Catholic parish raises $364,386 to fund a similar staffing and program structure to provide religious services for 1,195 households.  There is a membership difference of 1,053 households and $138,769 in fundraising between the Catholic and Protestant ecclesial systems.  It cost, on average, an additional $132 to provide religious services to the additional Catholic households.  It seems that Catholics and Protestants respond with similar donations.  Each gives what is necessary to pay the bills.

     The need-based giving pattern was also evident in comparing Catholic giving between regions.  The smallest Catholic parishes in the country were in the Midwest region.  (458 households)  The average donation to these small parishes was the highest in the country at $630.  Catholic households in the Midwest gave four times the amount as Catholics in California.  Need-based giving is a reasonable theory to explain the differences in these data.  It is hard to imagine Catholics in the Midwest being four times more devoted to the Church than Catholics in California.

B.   Offertory Collections in the State of California

     The Catholic Church in California presently sponsors ten dioceses and two archdioceses.  The Archdiocese of San Francisco and the Diocese of Oakland and San Jose are clustered around the San Francisco bay region.  The South Coastal area extends from Monterey through Los Angeles and Orange to San Diego.  The Central Corridor of the state is the fastest growing area and extends the length of the state from Mt. Shasta to Mexico.  There are five dioceses located in this area:   Sacramento, Santa Rosa, Stockton, Fresno, and San Bernardino.

    The total Offertory collection of $489 million is broken down by region in Table 15.  Diocesan leaders reported Offertory collection totals in a survey conducted by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) for the ICSC.  Nine of twelve (arch) 

dioceses replied to the request for data.  The dioceses of Santa Rosa, Fresno and San Diego did not participate in the survey.  The ICSC report provided estimates of households for the dioceses that did not participate in the survey.  We estimated the Offertory collections for the non-responding dioceses by multiplying the average household contribution for the state of $146 by the reported number of households in a respective diocese.  (See Table 15) 

Table 15

A Summary of Offertory Collections by Region

State of California

2005

	
	Estimated
	Estimated
	Average
	Average
	Average

	
	Offertory
	Catholic
	Household
	Parish
	Households

	Region
	Collection
	Households
	Donation
	Collection
	Per Parish

	San Francisco Area
	$93,263,000
	526,677
	$177
	$416,355
	2,351

	South Coastal Region
	$265,930,000
	2,010,570
	$132
	$556,339
	4,206

	Central Corridor
	$130,786,000
	815,333
	$160
	$366,348
	2,284

	State of California
	$489,979,000
	3,352,580
	$146
	$457,925
	3,166


     One general pattern is evident.  Catholics in California give at about half the national rate in every region of the state.  There seems to be a church-based “invisible hand” at 

work.  Catholics seem to know what is needed to pay parish bills.  The lowest household donation of $132 occurs in the South Coastal region where 60 percent of the Catholic population lives.  The very low donation happens in an area with an average parish household size of 4,206 households.  This state pattern is similar to the national situation where members of small parishes give much more than Catholics in a very large parish.  

     The fact that Catholics give much less in California than the rest of the country doesn’t seem to lead to financial difficulties for parishes in California.  Total parish collections average $457,925 in California.  This total is $93,538 greater than the average collection in the United States.  Since many parish costs are fixed no matter the size of the congregation, parishes in California realize sufficient income to pay the bills from much larger congregations.

C.
Offertory Collections in the San Francisco Region  

     The San Francisco region is one of three California population areas designated in Table 1 of this report.  It includes six counties that border on San Francisco Bay.  An average parish in the region had 7,241 self-identified Catholics in 2005.  Catholics in 2005 represented 27 percent of the total population.  The total population of an average parish will increase by 2,715 between 2005 and 2025.  Catholics will represent about half of the anticipated population growth.

     Data describing Offertory collections for the Archdiocese of San Francisco and the dioceses of Oakland and San Jose are described in Table 16.  All three jurisdictions provided Offertory collection data for the ICSC survey.

     The total for the Offertory collections for the region amounted to $93 million.  This sum was about equally divided between the three jurisdictions.  The number of Catholic households ranged from a low of 161,000 in San Francisco to a high of about 189,000 in San Jose. 

    The average household donation, average parish collection and households per parish were similar for both Oakland and San Francisco.  San Jose was very different for these three variables.  While the total Sunday collection was much higher in San Jose than the other two areas, the average household donation was markedly lower.  Parishes in San Jose had many more Catholic households.  The greater number of households per parish in San Jose was directly related to the fact that the Diocese of San Jose operated about half as many parishes than either San Francisco or Oakland.

Table 16

A Summary of Offertory Collections

San Francisco Region

2005

	
	Estimated
	Estimated
	Average
	Average
	Average

	
	Offertory
	Catholic
	Household
	Parish
	Households

	Diocese (Arch)
	Collection
	Households
	Donation
	Collection
	Per Parish

	San Francisco 
	$30,000,000
	161,691
	$186
	$333,333
	1,797

	Oakland
	$34,000,000
	175,000
	$194
	$395,349
	2,035

	San Jose
	$29,263,000
	189,986
	$154
	$597,214
	3,664


D.
Offertory Collections in the Southern Coastal Region  

     The Southern Coastal Region is one of three California population areas designated in Table 1 of this report.  It includes six counties that stretch from Santa Barbara along the Pacific Coast to San Diego. An average parish in the region had 12,486 self-identified Catholics in 2005.  Catholics in 2005 represented 34 percent of the total population.  The total population of an average parish will increase by 4,927 between 2005 and 2025.  Catholics will represent about two-thirds of the anticipated population growth.

     Data describing Offertory collections for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the dioceses of Orange and San Diego are described in Table 14.  The Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the Diocese of Orange provided Offertory collection data for the ICSC survey.

     The total for the Offertory collections for the region amounted to $266 million. Half this sum was collected in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  Collections for the Dioceses of Orange and San Diego amounted to $57 and $53 million respectively. The number of Catholic households ranged from 1.2 million in Los Angeles and approximately 365,000 for both Orange and San Diego 

     The Archdiocese of Los Angeles had the largest total dollar collection and number of households in the Southern Coastal Region.  At the same time, Los Angeles had the smallest household donation ($118) and the smallest average parish collection ($493,518) in the area.

     The Dioceses of Orange and San Diego had total Offertory collections of $57 and $53 million respectively.  Both dioceses had a similar number of households and average household donations.  While both dioceses were of similar size, the average parish collection in Orange was double the average collection in San Diego.  The Diocese of 

San Diego sponsored half as many parishes to serve the same number of households.  The notion of the economies of scale would certainly seem to apply to the operation of Catholic parishes in California. 

Table 17

A Summary of Offertory Collections

Southern Coastal Region

2005

	
	Estimated
	Estimated
	Average
	Average
	Average

	
	Offertory
	Catholic
	Household
	Parish
	Households

	Diocese (Arch)
	Collection
	Households
	Donation
	Collection
	Per Parish

	Los Angeles


	$142,133,072
	1,200,000
	$118
	$493,518
	4,167

	Orange


	$57,254,380
	364,900
	$157
	$1,022,400
	6,516

	San Diego
	$53,442,698
	365,670
	$146
	$545,334
	3,731


E.
Offertory Collections in the Central Corridor Region  

     The Central Corridor region is one of three California population areas designated in Table 1 of this report.  It includes forty-six counties extending from Northern California through Stockton and Fresno to San Bernardino and Palm Springs.   An average parish in the region had 11,288 self-identified Catholics in 2005.  Catholics in 2005 represented 31 percent of the total population.  The population of an average parish will increase by 7,458 between 2005 and 2025.  Catholics will represent about half of the anticipated population growth.

     Data describing Offertory collections for the Dioceses of Sacramento, Santa Rosa, Monterey, Stockton, Fresno and San Bernardino are described in Table 18.  Four of the six dioceses provided Offertory collection data for the ICSC survey. 

     The total for the Offertory collections for the region amounted to $131 million.  Collections for the three larger dioceses of Sacramento, Fresno and San Bernardino totaled $108 million out of the total for the region. 

     The three larger dioceses had a total of 590,000 households.  The average household donation for this segment of the population was $183.  Three smaller dioceses included a total of 215,000 households.  The average household donation for this more rural segment of the population was $111.

Table 18

A Summary of Offertory Collections

Central Corridor Region

2005

	
	Estimated
	Estimated
	Average
	Average
	Average

	
	Offertory
	Catholic
	Household
	Parish
	Households

	Diocese (Arch)
	Collection
	Households
	Donation
	Collection
	Per Parish

	Sacramento
	$35,000,000
	180,000
	$194
	$353,535
	1,818

	Santa Rosa
	$8,817,673
	60,333
	$146
	$209,945
	1,437

	Monterey
	$13,100,000
	80,000
	$164
	$284,783
	1,739

	Stockton
	$14,000,000
	75,000
	$187
	$424,242
	2,273

	Fresno
	$27,768,515
	190,000
	$146
	$322,890
	2,209

	San Bernardino
	$45,200,000
	310,000
	$146
	$465,979
	3,196


6.   Options for the Future

     The purpose of this research report is to define and measure key issues confronting parish and diocesan leaders as they plan to provide programs for a growing and changing Catholic population. 

     State demographers expect the total population of California to increase by an annual average of 451,230 additional residents between 2005 and 2025.  The number of self-identified Catholics will likely increase by an annual average of 201,073 or 45 percent of the total new population.  This growing church population leads to a consideration of several issues that can be summarized in the form of questions:

· Will an increased number of Catholics lead to a need for new parish construction?

· Will more new Catholics lead to increased demand for sacraments?

· Does a potential exist to increase the amount of the Offertory collection?

In the summary of this report we will outline the answers we have found to these questions.

Self-identified Catholic Church Population

     The self-identified California Catholic population grew from 8,020,800 in 1990 to 11,783,000 by 2005, an increase of 3.8 million.  The Catholic population for an average parish grew by 3,518.  Since an average parish in the entire state in 2005 had a total Catholic population of 10,485, the broadly measured Catholic population of the diocese increased at an annual rate that is equivalent to the population of 23 average-sized parishes.

     It is likely that the self-identified Catholic population will continue to increase to 16.7 million by 2025.  We suggested two approaches that could be used to cope with the anticipated increase in the number of Catholics.  

     In the first plan we assumed that the number of parishes would remain constant.  The increased number of Catholics would be the only variable that would change.  The approach would lead to a growth of 4,558 Catholics in the average sized parish.  The second approach would keep the average parish population constant at 10,485.  Dioceses would need to provide services that amount to the equivalent of 455 parishes to cope with population and keep the parish size constant.  In either situation the Catholic Church in California will need to provide additional programs for a growing Catholic community.   

Infant Baptisms – A Teachable Moment

     One pattern is evident from a comparison of Baptismal and non-Catholic birth rate data.  Catholics have more children than non-Catholics.  In 2005, for example, the Baptismal rate was eight percent higher than the non-Catholic birth rate.

     Infant Baptisms, also, seem to be a function of the entire self-identified Catholic population.  We first developed an estimate of expected Baptisms by multiplying total population births by an estimate of the Catholic proportion of the total population.  Expected Baptisms amounted to 6.64 million between 1990 and 2025.  We then 

compared the expected total to a total derived from estimated and projected Baptismal totals.  This actual/projected total amounted to 6.8 million Baptisms for the 40 year period.  It seems that most self-identified Catholics participate in Infant Baptism.      

Infant Baptisms are an opportunity to invite the nominal group to participate in further church activities.

Increasing the Offertory Collection

          National and regional giving data suggest that donating to congregations and parishes is need-driven.  An average non-Catholic congregation raises $224,617 to pay for staff and provide religious services for 142 households.  At the same time, an average Catholic parish in the United States raises $364,386 to fund a similar staffing and program structure to provide religious services for 1,195 households.  There is a membership difference of 1,053 households and $138,769 in fundraising between the Catholic and Protestant ecclesial systems.  It cost an additional $132 per household to 

provide religious services to the additional Catholic households.  It seems that Catholics and Protestants respond with similar donations.  Each gives what is necessary to pay the bills.

     The need-based giving pattern was also evident in comparing Catholic giving between regions.  The smallest Catholic parishes in the country were in the Midwest region.  (458 households)  The average donation to these small parishes was the highest in the country at $630.  Catholic households in the Midwest gave four times the amount as Catholics in California.  Need-based giving is a reasonable theory to explain the differences in these data.  It is hard to imagine Catholics in the Midwest being four times more devoted to the Church than Catholics in California.

     Catholics in California give a nominal amount in the Sunday Offertory collection.  Present sums seem sufficient to accomplish the goal of paying the basic parish bills.  As long as parish leaders are content only to keep the doors open, parishioners will continue to give what is needed to meet minimal goals.  The potential to give more certainly exists.  Catholics in California only give half of what Catholics give nationally.  A challenging set of parish and diocesan goals could certainly lead to increased levels of funding.

Data-Driven Management

     In the 2003 book “Moneyball,” author Michael Leis recounts how Oakland A’s general manager Billy Beane used data-driven management to reshape a laggard major league baseball team into a world-class winner. 

     Two of Beane’s methods stand out.  First, instead of focusing on traditional metrics like RBIs, home runs and stolen bases, Beane discovered that winning baseball games was more strongly correlated with lesser–known statistics like on-base average, and with his hitters’ ability to refrain from wild swings at the ball under pressure.

     Second, he focused on elements of the game where success metrics hadn’t been developed in the past due to a lack of data – for example, fielding.  Beyond tracking fielding errors, a player’s performance was judged qualitatively by coaches and scouts.

Beane used these concepts to field a winning team.

     Diocesan and parish leaders need to take a page from Billy Beane and develop success metrics to measure parish activities.  Some examples come to mind:  the ratio of registered to total Catholics or the proportion of infant Baptisms who are registered in a parish.  These measures and others can then form a data-driven management system.   
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The principal problem with the RCMS survey is that fact that the project tabulates results from congregations that choose to participate.  Professors Stark and Finke undertook an analysis of non-participants to arrive at a complete estimate of church identification.  
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Roger Finke & Christopher Scheitle.  Accounting for the Uncounted Computing Correctives for the 2000 RCMS Data.  Review of Religious Research. Volume 47, No. 1 (September, 2005)





�   Various surveys report that different percentages of the Latino population identify themselves as Catholic if queried about religious about religious affiliation.  Research published by CARA suggests that survey responses range from 55 percent to 72 percent.  The assumption of 60 percent Catholic for Latinos represents a conservative estimate selected by the author of this report.  


     The assumption that 23 percent of Asians in Santa Clara County call themselves Catholic relies on research assembled by the Office of Planning and Parish of the diocese.  The research indicates that 85 percent of Filipinos are Catholic while 27 percent of Vietnamese identify themselves as Catholic.  Other proportions range from 10 percent for Koreans and three percent for all other Asian groupings.  The aggregate proportion for the county population works out to be 23.4 percent.  


     Finally, we assume that 15 percent of all other ethnic groups would identify themselves as Catholic.  This assumption represents a conservative estimate selected by the author from survey research.





�   Respondents included 105 dioceses out of 176 Latin-rite dioceses in the fifty states and the District of Columbia.





�       The estimate for the Offertory collection in California included the following steps.  The International Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC) annually contracts with the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) to collect data describing a variety of Catholic fundraising categories.  The Offertory collection data for 2005  (ICSC 2006) was published in September of 2006.


     Nine out of 12 California dioceses responded to the request for data.  Respondent dioceses accounted for 2.72 million households out of an estimated state total of 3.34 million.  The CARA researchers used the reported number of households from each diocese.  When a diocese failed to report households, they used the Bureau of the Census estimate of 2.61 members in a household as the default value.  


     We calculated a weighted average household contribution from responding dioceses.  We used this calculation to estimated collections for the three non-respondent dioceses.  The total reported and estimated household donations amount to $490 million for 2005.  The total number of Catholic households was estimated at 3.34 million.  These estimated totals produced an average household contribution of $147 per year.  The average parish Sunday Offertory total was $458,790.
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�   The San Francisco Bay Area consists of the Archdiocese of San Francisco and the Dioceses of Oakland and  San Jose.


The Southern Coastal Region consists of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and the Dioceses of Orange and  San Diego.


The Central California Coastal Corridor consists of the Diocese of Sacramento, Santa Rosa, Monterey,   Fresno,  Stockton and  San Bernardino.
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�  We assume that 60 percent of the Latino population identify themselves as Catholic.  Further, we assume that 23 percent of all Asians make the same identification.  Finally, we assume that 15 percent of all others call themselves Catholic.  The sum total of these assumptions produces a total Catholic estimate for the state of 32 percent.  This aggregate estimate is about equal to the total state estimate of self-identified Catholics given by the Pew Research Forum in the Religious Landscape Survey.





� The Official Catholic Directory (OCD) annually compiles an estimate of the Catholic population from data reported by each of the 176 dioceses and archdioceses in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.  In 2005 the OCD reported that the Catholic population in California was 10.77 million.  We earlier reported that the total of self-identified Catholics for 2005 was 11.78 million.  The organizational census amounted to 91 percent of the self-identified estimate for 2005.  We assume that this proportion remained constant for 1990.  The OCD estimate for California was 7.3 million.  This suggests that the self-identified total Catholic population for 1990 was 8.02 million.


  


� Mass seating capacity is defined as the number of Saturday – Sunday liturgies multiplied by the rated seating capacity of the parish church.
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�  Birth rate is calculated as follows:     total births / total population in thousands.





�  Originated by Karl Pearson about 1900, the coefficient of correlation descries the strength of the relationship between two sets of interval-scaled, or ratio-scaled, variables.  Designated r, it is often referred as Pearson’s r and as the Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient.  It can assume any value from 


-1.00 to +1.00 inclusive. A correlation coefficient of -1.00 or +1.00 indicates perfect correlation.
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�  The Dioceses of Santa Rosa and Fresno did not contribute Offertory collection data to the ICSC project.
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