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1. Name of the institute, program, or set of programs

Center for Religion and Spirituality
2. Brief history

The first programs of the Center were offered in 1987; the Center was previously known as the Center for Pastoral Studies and then the Center for Pastoral Life, and became the Center for Religion and Spirituality in 2002.  The Instituto Hispano was founded by Paul Decker, S.J. in the 1980s, and in 1993 Allan Deck, S.J. coordinated a grant-funded consultation to re-vitalize LMU’s programming in Spanish.  The result of that consultation was the development of Estudios Pastorales en Español, a two-year certificate program of advanced study in ministry and theology for those who have already completed a basic formation program.  This program ran from 1994 – 2007 (it did not run every year).


In the fall of 2007 the Instituto Bíblico Católico was started in partnership with the Diocese of San Bernardino; this is a three-year (five semester) certificate program.  Also during the fall of 2007 Cuidado Pastoral, a two-semester certificate program, was begun in cooperation with the Diocese of Orange.  In both cases, similar programming conducted in English was initiated in each diocese.


In the fall of 2008 Estudios Pastorales (EP) was transformed into Estudios Ministeriales (EM); the prinicipal difference is that the new program (EM) meets for shorter class sessions than EP (a monthly all-day Saturday session instead of the previous arrangement of a monthly sessions which were held all-day Saturday and Sunday afternoon, 1 – 5 PM).

In the fall of 2009 Cuidado Pastoral moved from the Diocese of Orange to the San Fernando Pastoral Region of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  In Orange, fall of 2009 saw the debut of a new two-semester certificate program, Administración Pastoral.


In 2008 and 2009 the Center was also the institutional convoker of the Regional Summer Seminar on Formation for Hispanic Ministry, and is planning to convoke a third Seminar for 2010.
3. Mission and goals

In regard to formation for Hispanic ministry, the Mission of the Center is to provide university-level adult education programs in service to the needs of the Catholic Church in Southern California.  The Center seeks to offer such programs in partnership with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the other dioceses of Southern California, never duplicating efforts already underway in those local churches.  As such, the Hispanic ministry formation offerings of the Center are in specialized areas of study and/or pastoral practice.
4. Institutional structure within your diocese  (please include an organizational chart) 

As part of Loyola Marymount University, the Center operates independently of and in partnership with local dioceses.  Within the University, the Center is part of LMU Extension, in the Division of Academic Affairs.
5. Number of programs
Four programs offered in Spanish (see descriptions in section 2); seven other programs which are offered in English also have high enrollment of Hispanic Catholic students.
6. Name and goal of each program, plus length of each program
	NAME OF PROGRAM
	CONTACT

HOURS
	GOAL

	Administración Pastoral
	90

(2 sem.)
	To provide students who have already had basic ministry formation a thorough introduction to the infrastructure of the local church

	Cuidado Pastoral
	54

(2 sem.)
	To provide students at an introductory level an in-depth opportunity to develop their own listening skills, to understand typical crises people suffer, and to think carefully about how to organize ministries of care

	Estudios Ministeriales
	126

(4 sem.)
	To provide advanced students the opportunity to explore 17 specialized ministry topics with nationally known experts and pastoral practitioners.

	Instituto Bíblico Católico
	153

(5 sem.)
	To provide a general audience of students (no prior course work required) a college-level study of the Old and New Testaments, in addition to a semester on Bible study methods for groups


In addition to these programs which are offered in Spanish, we also tend to have high enrollment (up to 50%) of Hispanic Catholics in the following Certificate Programs, which are taught in English:

· Christian Initiation

· Parish Business Administration

· Pastoral Liturgy

Information on these programs is available at http://extension.lmu.edu/crs
