Hello,
    For those of you who do not know me, my name is Desiree Jerez and I am currently doing two years of post-grad service through the Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE). I was an Iggie throughout my four years at LMU and became very interested in doing post-grad service because of my experience with Ignatians. I just wanted to tell you a little bit about what I have been up to these past few months and to encourage you to apply or at least consider post-grad service!  
     I was placed in Oklahoma City, with five other roommates as a fourth grade teacher in a small Catholic school. I have been so fortunate to have had such an amazing experience so far learning about myself through others in a place I would have never thought to call my home. Because of ACE I have been given the opportunity to challenge myself spiritually, mentally, and physically. I have pushed myself to do things I never thought possible through the help and support of those in my community, my school, and the ACE program. Everyday I wake up excited to teach my students who have taught me so much about what it means to give everything of yourself. These children at such a young age have gone through so much that waking up to go to work has never felt like a job because I enjoy spending my time and getting to know them. Every morning I look forward to their beautiful smiling faces and to hearing their endless questions about the world we live in.  Teaching is such a unique profession because it never really is about yourself-it is about what you are going to make your students lives better.
   Through ACE, I have also been able to strengthen my faith as part of living in an intentional faith-based community. I eat dinner with my housemates four nights a week- we cook together, pray, laugh, and talk for hours. We talk about our faith, our day at work, our families, our hopes for the future, our hopes for our students and simply become each others support group. Now, on top of ACE being wonderful because of service through teaching, its commitment to serving in Catholic schools, and living in a faith-based community, ACE is FUN! Throughout the year, I have had the opportunity to travel all over the South visiting other ACE houses, I trained and ran in the ACE Marathon in Baton Rouge, I take classes toward my Masters degree at Notre Dame over the summer taught by inspiring and engaging professors, I have made friends who are from all over the country, and I have learned that I can live on my own, far from home, and still be okay! If you have any questions at all about post-grad service or ACE please feel free to contact me at djerez@nd.edu. I mean when I say that I love what I do,  I love LMU for what it stands for, and I truly believe that we should always strive to be “men and women for others.”
Peace and Iggie Love,
Desiree Jerez 
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Name: Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE)
Size of Program: There are approximately 180 ACE teachers, 90 teachers in each cohort.
Affiliation: Catholic
Goal of Program: The University of Notre Dame's Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) is a two-year service program offering college graduates the opportunity to serve as full-time teachers in under-resourced Catholic schools across the United States. 
Application Deadline: January 2012
Type of Placement: ACE teachers commit two years in a Catholic elementary or secondary school while working toward a Master of Education degree from the University of Notre Dame.
Living Arrangements: ACE teachers live in a small community of 4-7. Housing is provided by the local arch/diocese, and ACE teachers share cost of rent, food and bills.
Length of Service: Two years.
Service Area: Atlanta, GA; Austin, TX; Baton Rouge, LA; Biloxi, MS; Brownsville, TX; Corpus Christi, TX; Dallas, TX; Denver, CO; Fort Worth, TX; Jackson, MS; Jacksonville, FL; Los Angeles, CA; Memphis, TN; Mission, TX; Mobile, AL; Montgomery, AL; New Orleans, LA; Oakland, CA; Oklahoma City, OK; Pensacola, FL; Phoenix, AZ; Plaquemine, LA; Richmond, VA; Sacramento, CA; San Antonio, TX; Savannah, GA; South Bend, IN; St. Petersburg, FL; Tucson, AZ; Washington, DC
Requirements: ACE welcomes recent college graduates from all academic disciplines and all religious backgrounds.
Training: ACE prepares its teachers in an innovative, fully- funded Master of Education program. ACE teachers spend two summers (June-July) studying in the Master of Education program at Notre Dame and two school years (August-May) teaching in under-resourced Catholic schools. Upon completion of the M.Ed. program, ACE members are eligible for teaching licensure in the state of Indiana, which has reciprocity with more than 40 other states.


